Pattern of renal dysfunction in analgesic nephropathy--comparison with glomerulonephritis.
Comprehensive renal function tests were performed in 84 patients with analgesic nephropathy, 33 glomerulonephritis patients matched for creatinine clearance, and 30 control subjects. A system of 1-day renal function tests including urine microscopy, creatinine clearance, phenolsulphonphthalein excretion, urine concentration and acidification, and electrolyte excretion, was used. Patients with analgesic nephropathy were found to have significant sterile pyuria and haematuria, even those with mild renal insufficiency, significantly reduced concentrating ability and a distal acidifying defect, and a tendency to impaired sodium conservation. These function defects are consistent with the primary lesion of renal papillary necrosis in analgesic nephropathy; the detection of these defects have implications in patient management.